
  

 
PURPOSES 

1. to help build your competence as readers of complex texts  
2. to develop your critical thinking skills 
3. to give you an immediate basis for the analysis and discussion of literature when school starts 

and for use throughout the school year  
4. to improve your reading literacy by reading a new book, a book that you have not already read. 

 
DUE DATES 

➢ Your typed Dialectical Journal will be due during the first week of school.  

➢ Do not bring a printed copy to class; instead, please have your assignment saved on your Google 
Drive or in your Microsoft Word Online account so you can easily access it when we are in class 
signing you into Turnitin.com.  

➢ Because of in-class A.P. work requirements, late summer reading is unacceptable (unless you 
move to Broad Run right before school begins).  

➢ Be prepared to use your Summer Reading book for analytical work throughout the year by 
closely reading and annotating to remember key parts of the text. And, have your book available 
to use during the school year.  

ADVICE 
❖ Choose your one book carefully so you will enjoy reading it. Don’t forget that we want you to 

read a new book, so do not choose a book that you have already read.  Use the links that are 
embedded in the picture to go to Amazon and read a few pages to see if you like the author’s 
writing style. 

❖ Use the “1/3 Rule”: give a book a chance up to the first third of it and if you still don’t like it, give 
yourself permission to ditch it and choose a different book. We have chosen a variety of 
contemporary fiction with the hope that you will discover a book that you enjoy, so we are 
saddened when we hear in August that you continued reading a book that you disliked.  

❖ Don’t be afraid of length (remember the longest Harry Potter book that you devoured in 
two-three days?).  

❖ Do not read your book three days before school begins.  Give yourself time to closely read the 
text, to enjoy the book, and enough time to turn in your best analytical work.  

CHEATING--Honor Code reminders  
❏ do not choose a book on the Summer Reading list that you have already read 
❏ do your own interpretative work; you should not work or discuss your ideas with another 

student 



❏ copying from another student or submitting similar or the same work as another student is 
also PLAGIARISM and is NOT ALLOWED. If detected, this plagiarism will result in not only a 0, 
but also disciplinary action.  

 
THE ASSIGNMENT IN A NUTSHELL 

1. Choose one book from the AP Literature Summer Reading List 2019 that is posted on Broad Run’s 
website (unless you want to read more!).  

2. Correctly complete a Dialectical Journal for the book as instructed in the 2018 AP English 
Literature & Composition 2019  Summer Reading Assignment on Broad Run’s website.  

 

Dialectical Journal Requirements 

AFTER you have read the book, choose 20 important/key quotes from throughout the book (cite the 
page).  Spread out your quotes so your sampling is truly from the entire book. You cannot correctly 
analyze or evaluate a quote unless you have read the entire book FIRST. 

 
Directions:  Carefully read the requirements described in Roman Numerals I, II, and III.  Read the 
sample Dialectical Journal entry that uses Elie Wiesel’s Night to help you see the requirements in 
action. 

I. For each quote:  
1. Share your thoughts on why you chose this quote by providing a connection to the 

content of the quote.  

2. Analyze all of the text in the quote.   
➢ Analysis means taking the smaller parts of a text (words, images, symbols, and 

punctuation) and first explaining what each smaller part means, then providing your 
opinion on how and why it is being used the way that it is in context of the sentence 
or passage (its purpose).  

➢ In “explaining,” you will need to: (1) define key words and explain how the 
connotations affect the meaning; (2) explain a symbol’s meaning and why the 
author would use it; (3) explain the connotations and implications of the imagery 
that the author is using to describe something and how it affects the meaning; (4) 
explain any figurative language used and how it adds meaning to the passage; (5) 
explain why the narrator or speaker is speaking the way that he or she is; and, (6) 
explain any unique sentence punctuation or structure by considering what it reveals 
or emphasizes (dashes, exclamation points, ellipses, etc.).   

3.  Evaluate the importance of the quote.   
➢ Evaluate means to consider the larger implications of what you analyzed in #2 and 

the content of the quote to the overall purpose of the book or the book’s message 
(not plot based unless it is necessary in developing the book’s overall message). 

➢ Guiding question for evaluation: “How does my analysis teach another reader 
about what we can better understand or learn from reading this book (about the 
way we act as individuals, about why humans do what they do, and/or about the 
world around us)?”  



 
II. After you complete your 20 quotes, thoroughly complete the following “End of 
Journal” questions. 

 
III.  Cite the book at the end of your Dialectical Journal according to MLA 8th Edition 
requirements. 
NOTE: Your work in this Dialectical Journal is a reflection of your current critical reading and thinking skills, 
and it will be our first impression of your A.P. skills, so do your best work. 

Sample Dialectical Journal Entry 
 

IMPORTANT/KEY QUOTE  Page #  (1) Respond, (2) Analyze, and (3) Evaluate  
 

“Death wrapped itself around 
me till I was stifled. It stuck to 
me. I felt that I could touch it. 
The idea of dying, of no longer 
being, began to fascinate me. 
Not to exist any longer.”  
 
 

 
 
*The underlined words in the above 
passage indicate what should be 
analyzed in the entry. 
 
**The underlined words in the #2 
analysis is to highlight the literary 
devices being analyzed. 

(84) (1) Wiesel is facing an existential crisis. He has fought to survive, but 
now he has no fight left in him.  Humans generally don’t focus on 
death because it seems so far away, but what happens when 
death is right next to you, literally?  I chose this quote because his 
narration sounds like he’s hallucinating because of how closely 
death is touching him.  Wiesel does indicate that Death is stifling 
him, which reminds me of how our brains might react prior to 
death because of a lack of oxygen. It’s almost comforting.  

(2) Up to this point in the book, Wiesel had escaped death, but now, it 
caught him and “wrapped itself around [him].” Wiesel personifies 
death to show how overpowering and suffocating death is when 
humans are dying and dead all around you.  Adding “stifled” 
creates a cocoon-like image of “wrapped” instead of a comforting 
blanket image.  “Stifled” is not yet “suffocated” but it is the “first 
restraint of one’s breath” (definition). A cocoon “sticks” to itself 
and traps the caterpillar eventually killing it and forcing it to 
emerge as a new creature or die.  Wiesel describes his death 
cocoon as a place of thinking since he has no more energy to move. 
Wiesel wonders (tone) at the “idea of dying,” indicating that he has 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/?_ga=2.19623804.558179429.1522454400-1709346682.1522454400


not yet begun the process of dying.  “Idea” implies that dying or 
death has not yet formed as a concrete threat to him; instead, he is 
mulling it over or “trying it on” and the idea does not horrify him 
but “fascinates” him, which means he “cannot resist its lure” 
(definition).  Wiesel cannot resist thinking about “not existing” 
since he will be aware of his own fading existence. By using a 
negative, “not to exist” instead of “dead,” Wiesel emphasizes the 
philosophical state that he is in, rather than the concrete 
confrontation with death that will be coming in a gas chamber.  

(3) Wiesel’s narration reveals the human breaking point in the natural 
instinct towards survival. When existence reaches a point that 
death seems like the only relief to suffering, death can appear to 
be a  gift.  At this point in the book, the reader is to understand 
how much suffering is too much suffering for one human being to 
bear.  

 
 
Book Cite:    Wiesel, Elie.  Night.  Bantam Books: New York, 1982. Print. 
  



A.P. English Literature 2019 Summer Reading Choices Alphabetical Order  
 [Each book cover has a link embedded to preview it.]     (*=adult themes)  
   

 BOOK + link Description
   

  BOOK + link Description 

Barbery, Muriel.  The Elegance of 
the Hedgehog. (2008) 

 

A humoristic look at life 
philosophically 

 

Benioff, David.  City of Thieves 
(2008) 

 

WW2, Nazis are setting siege to 
Leningrad and two young men are 
thrown together to save their lives 
on a ridiculous mission of securing 
a dozen eggs. 

 

*Bradley, Marion Zimmer. Mists 
of Avalon (1987) 

 

The Arthurian legend reimagined. 

 

 

*Boo, Katherine.  Behind the 
Beautiful Forevers.  (2014) 

 

A rich story of multiple lives in 
Mumbai, India 

Coelho, Paulo.  The Winner 
Stands Alone. (2008) 

 

Set during the Cannes Film 
Festival, France. Movie stars, 

models, and the wealthy 
converge on the city for one 
week and for the first time in 

the city’s history, a murder 
occurs at the start of the 

festival. 

Dick, Philip K.  Do Androids Dream 
of Electric Sheep? (1996) 

 

Earth has moved most of its 
population to Mars and the 

runaway droids have come to Earth 
to live like humans.  The bounty 
hunters’ job is to uncover who is 

human and who is a droid. 

https://www.amazon.com/Elegance-Hedgehog-Muriel-Barbery/dp/1933372605/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1528043699&sr=8-1&keywords=elegance+of+the+hedgehog
https://www.amazon.com/City-Thieves-Novel-David-Benioff-ebook/dp/B0018QSNYK/ref=tmm_kin_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1528043760&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Avalon-Bradley-Marion-Zimmer-Paperback/dp/B010WFDSLU/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1528043895&sr=1-2&keywords=Bradley%2C+Marion+Zimmer.+Mists+of+Avalon+%281987%29
https://www.amazon.com/Behind-Beautiful-Forevers-Paperback-Katherine/dp/B01FOD8TI2/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1528043952&sr=1-1&keywords=Boo%2C+Katherine.++Behind+the+Beautiful+Forevers.++%282014%29
https://read.amazon.com/kp/embed?asin=B00245A4XC&preview=newtab&linkCode=kpe&ref_=cm_sw_r_kb_dp_3ObfBb97HQD8S
https://read.amazon.com/kp/embed?asin=B000SEGTI0&preview=newtab&linkCode=kpe&ref_=cm_sw_r_kb_dp_xQbfBbK6JC1ME


 

Fforde, Jasper.  The Well of Lost 
Plots. (2004) 

 

A mystery set in a world of 
books and the characters in the 

books are alive.  One lucky 
human finds herself brought 
into this mysterious world. 

 

Finney, Jack (forward: Dean 
Koontz).  The Invasion of the 
Body Snatchers (1995) 

 

One of the original American alien 
horror novels, Finney creates an 

alarming new world in which aliens 
have taken over human bodies and 
you don’t know who in your town is 

a human any more. 

 BOOK + link Description
   

  BOOK + link Description 

 

Gaardner, Jostein.  Sophie’s 
World. (1996) 

 

A look at the world of 
philosophy through 14 year old 

Sophie’s eyes 

 

Gaiman, Neil.  Neverwhere. (1998) 
 

The protagonist discovers a magical 
door to a secret underground world 

beneath London that is far more 
interesting and magical than his real 

world above ground. 

 

* Hosseini, Khaled.  The Kite 
Runner (2003).   

 

Two young boys caught in 
Afghanistan’s historical 
transitional period from 

monarchy to the Taliban. 

 

Kalotay, Daphne.  Russian Winter 
(2011) 

 

A beautiful story of a Russian 
ballerina as she closes the chapter 

on her life.   

 

Kerouac, Jack.  The Dharma 
Bums (1958)  

 

Two young men go on a 
philosophical quest in the 

Pacific Northwest. 

 

Kingsolver, Barbara.  Poisonwood 
Bible. (1998) 

 

A family follows their minister father’s 
dream of bringing Christianity to the 
Congo. Four sisters grow up in the 

jungle and discover who they are as 
their mother wrestles with her duty as 

a wife and mother. 

https://read.amazon.com/kp/embed?asin=B000OCXH54&preview=newtab&linkCode=kpe&ref_=cm_sw_r_kb_dp_ERbfBbMVBRN6Q
https://read.amazon.com/kp/embed?asin=B00FNVSFIA&preview=newtab&linkCode=kpe&ref_=cm_sw_r_kb_dp_mSbfBb0A33YE1
https://www.amazon.com/Sophies-World-History-Philosophy-Classics/dp/0374530718/ref=sr_1_fkmr0_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1528044404&sr=1-1-fkmr0&keywords=Gaardner%2C+Jostein.++Sophie%E2%80%99s+World.+%281996%29%E2%80%94a+look+at+philosophy+through+14+year+old+Sophie%E2%80%99s+eyes
https://www.amazon.com/Neverwhere-by-Neil-Gaiman-1998-11-01/dp/B01K3MUOZA/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1528044482&sr=1-1&keywords=Gaiman%2C+Neil.++Neverwhere.+%281998%29
https://read.amazon.com/kp/embed?asin=B000OCXGZA&preview=newtab&linkCode=kpe&ref_=cm_sw_r_kb_dp_8VbfBbVHAP812
https://read.amazon.com/kp/embed?asin=B003V1WVZM&preview=newtab&linkCode=kpe&ref_=cm_sw_r_kb_dp_9XbfBbAJ486Y7
https://read.amazon.com/kp/embed?asin=B000W4RFHK&preview=newtab&linkCode=kpe&ref_=cm_sw_r_kb_dp_WZbfBbRVMEQ17
https://read.amazon.com/kp/embed?asin=B000QTE9WU&preview=newtab&linkCode=kpe&ref_=cm_sw_r_kb_dp_w1bfBbFFPR9DD


 

*Kollin, Dan & Eyton. The 
Unincorporated Man (2009) 

 
 
300 years into America’s future, 
a man awakens from a  cryogenic 
coma to greet a new political and 
social system where everything is 
based on your value in stocks.   

Kostova, Elizabeth.  The Historian. 
(2000) 

 
 

A quest to discover Vlad the 
Impaler’s truth (a Dracula story). 

 

*Mathis, Ayana.  The Twelve 
Tribes of Hattie (2013) 

 
 
Set in the tumultuous 1920’s, we 
are taken on the life journey of 

15 year old heroine, Hattie. 

 

Moore, Liz.  Heft: a Novel (2012) 
 

 

Two social outsiders form an 
unlikely friendship: a 550 pound 

man and a poor 17 year old student 

 BOOK + link Description   BOOK + link Description  

 

Myers, Walter Dean.  Fallen 
Angels. (1987)  

 
 

Vietnam War book. 

 

*Salinger, J.D. The Catcher in the 
Rye (1945)  

 
 

Now an American  literary icon, 16 
year old narrator Holden Caulfield 
runs away from yet another private 

school while he wrestles with his 
personal existential crisis. 

 

*See, Lisa.  Snowflower and the 
Secret Fan. (2009) 

 
 
Beginning at 7 years old, two 19th 

century Chinese girls form a 
lifelong friendship and secretly 

communicate their life’s 
hardships and successes.   

*Tartt, Donna.  The Little Friend. 
(2003) 

 
 
A little boy’s murder goes unsolved 
until 12 years later, his sister begins 

her own  investigation.  

https://read.amazon.com/kp/embed?asin=B002ASFPY6&preview=newtab&linkCode=kpe&ref_=cm_sw_r_kb_dp_o3bfBb8CNZDPE
https://read.amazon.com/kp/embed?asin=B000FCK6EI&preview=newtab&linkCode=kpe&ref_=cm_sw_r_kb_dp_13bfBbWT05X80
https://read.amazon.com/kp/embed?asin=B00A9ET5YO&preview=newtab&linkCode=kpe&ref_=cm_sw_r_kb_dp_g5bfBb4GPNPMD
https://read.amazon.com/kp/embed?asin=B005LW5K20&preview=newtab&linkCode=kpe&ref_=cm_sw_r_kb_dp_35bfBb6B3BAQQ
https://www.amazon.com/Fallen-Angels-Walter-Dean-Myers/dp/0545055768/ref=sr_1_fkmr0_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1528045210&sr=1-1-fkmr0&keywords=Myers%2C+Walter+Dean.++Fallen+Angels.+%281989%29+--Vietnam+War+book.
https://www.amazon.com/Catcher-Rye-J-D-Salinger/dp/0316769487/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1528045368&sr=1-1&keywords=Salinger%2C+J.D.+The+Catcher+in+the+Rye
https://read.amazon.com/kp/embed?asin=B000FCK71U&preview=newtab&linkCode=kpe&ref_=cm_sw_r_kb_dp_P9bfBb8RC9D24
https://read.amazon.com/kp/embed?asin=B005PRJJOQ&preview=newtab&linkCode=kpe&ref_=cm_sw_r_kb_dp_.-bfBbFP1YC2Z


 

Tartt, Donna.  The Secret 
History (1992) 

 
 

New England college students are 
inspired by a philosophy 

professor to  create their own 
moral code on campus and 

discover the philosophical power 
behind killing another human 

being. 

 

Towles, Amor.   A Gentleman in 
Moscow. (2016) 

 
 

Set in 1922 Russia during the 
Bolshevik Revolution. A wealthy 

Count writes a poem that imprisons 
him for life in one of Moscow’s 
famous and luxurious hotels.   

 

Vyleta, Dan.  Smoke (2016) 
 

 
Dystopian England: three 

teenagers band together to 
uncover a great societal mystery 

while trying to survive and 
discover love. 

 

Zafon, Carlos Ruiz.  The Shadow of 
the Wind.  (2005) 

 
 
Set in Barcelona, 1945, after the 
Spanish Civil War.  Someone is 

destroying all of one author’s books 
and the protagonist is intrigued.  As 

he follows the clues, he immerses 
himself in a journey filled with 

murder, madness, and star-crossed 
love.   

 

 

https://read.amazon.com/kp/embed?asin=B005PRJT9Q&preview=newtab&linkCode=kpe&ref_=cm_sw_r_kb_dp_6.bfBbDP04RNE
https://www.amazon.com/Gentleman-Moscow-Novel-Amor-Towles/dp/0670026190/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1528045591&sr=1-1-fkmr0
https://www.amazon.com/Smoke-Novel-Dan-Vyleta/dp/1101910402/ref=sr_1_fkmr0_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1528045643&sr=1-1-fkmr0&keywords=Vyleta%2C+Dan.++Smoke+%282016%29--Dystopian+England%3A+three+teenagers+band+together+to+uncover+a+great+societal+mystery+while+trying+to+survive+and+discover+love.


A.P. English Literature 2019 Summer Reading Choices
TOPICAL/GENRE ORDER 

(*=adult themes)     
 

 
Cultural Fiction (outside of American Culture): 

Benioff, David.  City of Thieves (2008)--WW2, Nazis are setting siege to Leningrad and two 
young men are thrown together to save their lives on a ridiculous mission of securing a 
dozen eggs. 

*Boo, Katherine.  Behind the Beautiful Forevers.  (2014) – a rich story of multiple lives in 
Mumbai, India   

*Bradley, Marion Zimmer. Mists of Avalon (1987) --Arthurian legend retold 

Coelho, Paulo.  The Winner Stands Alone. (2008) - set during the Cannes Film Festival, 
France. Movie stars, models, and the wealthy converge on the city for one week and for 
the first time in the city’s history, a murder occurs at the start of the festival. 

* Hosseini, Khaled.  The Kite Runner (2003).  Two young boys caught in Afghanistan’s 
historical change from monarchy to the Taliban. 

Kalotay, Daphne.  Russian Winter (2011) --beautiful story of a Russian ballerina.   

Kingsolver, Barbara.  Poisonwood Bible. (1998) –dream of going on a Mission trip to Africa?  

Myers, Walter Dean.  Fallen Angels. (1989) --Vietnam War book. 

*See, Lisa.  Snowflower and the Secret Fan. (2009)—life journey of two 19th century Chinese 
women’s friendship 

Towles, Amor.   A Gentleman in Moscow. (2016)--set in 1922 Russia during the Bolshevik 
Revolution. The poet protagonist is imprisoned in a lavish Russian hotel.   

Zafon, Carlos Ruiz.  The Shadow of the Wind.  (2005) – a Spanish mystery and love story. 
 

Dramatic Fiction (fully developed storylines (conflict) and characters): 
Benioff, David.  City of Thieves (2008)--WW2, Nazis are setting siege to Leningrad and two 

young men are thrown together to save their lives on a ridiculous mission of securing a 
dozen eggs. 

*Bradley, Marion Zimmer. Mists of Avalon (1987) --Arthurian legend retold 

*Boo, Katherine.  Behind the Beautiful Forevers.  (2014) – a rich story of multiple lives in 
Mumbai, India   

Fforde, Jasper.  The Well of Lost Plots. (2004) – a mystery set in a world of books that are 
alive  

Gaiman, Neil.  Neverwhere. (1998) – fantasy, underground world beneath London 



* Hosseini, Khaled.  The Kite Runner (2003).  Two young boys caught in Afghanistan’s 
historical change from monarchy to the Taliban. 

Kalotay, Daphne.  Russian Winter (2011) --beautiful story of a Russian ballerina.   

Kerouac, Jack.  The Dharma Bums (1958) - Two young men go on a philosophical quest in the 
Pacific Northwest. 

Kingsolver, Barbara.  Poisonwood Bible. (1998) –dream of going on a Mission trip to Africa?  

*Kollin, Dan & Eyton. The Unincorporated Man -- 300 years into the future, a new society, a 
new world 

Kostova, Elizabeth.  The Historian.  (2000)  --a quest to discover Vlad the Impaler’s truth (a 
Dracula story)) 

*Mathis, Ayana.  The Twelve Tribes of Hattie (2013)—1920’s story beginning with 15 year old 
heroine, Hattie 

Moore, Liz.  Heft: a Novel (2012)—a friendship between a 550 pound man and a poor 17 year 
old student 

Myers, Walter Dean.  Fallen Angels. (1989) --Vietnam War book. 

*Salinger, J.D. The Catcher in the Rye (1945) - now an American icon, 16 year old narrator 
Holden Caulfield runs away from yet another private school while he wrestles with his 
personal existential crisis. 

*See, Lisa.  Snowflower and the Secret Fan. (2009)—two 19th century Chinese young woman 
form a friendship 

*Tartt, Donna.  The Little Friend.  (2003)—unsolved murder mystery drama set in 
Mississippi 

Towles, Amor.   A Gentleman in Moscow. (2016)--set in 1922 Russia during the Bolshevik 
Revolution. The poet protagonist is imprisoned in a lavish Russian hotel.   

Vyleta, Dan.  Smoke (2016)--Dystopian England: three teenagers band together to uncover a 
great societal mystery while trying to survive and discover love. 

Zafon, Carlos Ruiz.  The Shadow of the Wind.  (2005) – a Spanish mystery and love story. 
 

Dystopian Literature: 
Dick, Philip K.  Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep? (1996)– futuristic Earth and runaway 
droids 

*Kollin, Dan & Eyton. The Unincorporated Man -- 300 years into the future, a new society, a 
new world 

Vyleta, Dan.  Smoke (2016)--Dystopian England: three teenagers band together to uncover a 
great societal mystery while trying to survive and discover love. 



Fantasy & Science Fiction: 
*Bradley, Marion Zimmer. Mists of Avalon (1987) --Arthurian legend retold 

Dick, Philip K.  Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep? (1996)– futuristic Earth and runaway 
droids 

Fforde, Jasper.  The Well of Lost Plots. (2004) – a mystery set in a world of books that are 
alive  

Finney, Jack (forward: Dean Koontz).  The Invasion of the Body Snatchers (1995)—aliens take 
human bodies 

 Gaiman, Neil.  Neverwhere. (1998) – fantasy, underground world beneath London 

*Kollin, Dan & Eyton. The Unincorporated Man -- 300 years into the future, a new society, a 
new world 

Kostova, Elizabeth.  The Historian.  (2000)  --a quest to discover Vlad the Impaler’s truth (a 
Dracula story) 

Vyleta, Dan.  Smoke (2016)--Dystopian England: three teenagers band together to uncover a 
great societal mystery while trying to survive and discover love. 

Zafon, Carlos Ruiz.  The Shadow of the Wind.  (2005) – a Spanish mystery and love story. 

Historical Fiction: 
Benioff, David.  City of Thieves (2008)--WW2, Nazis are setting siege to Leningrad and two 

young men are thrown together to save their lives on a ridiculous mission of securing a 
dozen eggs. 

*Boo, Katherine.  Behind the Beautiful Forevers.  (2014) – a rich story of multiple lives in 
Mumbai, India   

* Hosseini, Khaled.  The Kite Runner (2003).  Two young boys caught in Afghanistan’s 
historical change from monarchy to the Taliban. 

Myers, Walter Dean.  Fallen Angels. (1989) --Vietnam War book. 

Towles, Amor.   A Gentleman in Moscow. (2016)--set in 1922 Russia during the Bolshevik 
Revolution  

Mystery : 
Coelho, Paulo.  The Winner Stands Alone. (2008) - set during the Cannes Film Festival, 

France. Movie stars, models, and the wealthy converge on the city for one week and for 
the first time in the city’s history, a murder occurs at the start of the festival. 

Fforde, Jasper.  The Well of Lost Plots. (2004) – a mystery set in a world of books that are 
alive  

Kostova, Elizabeth.  The Historian.  (2000)  --a quest to discover Vlad the Impaler’s truth (a 
Dracula story) 



*Tartt, Donna.  The Little Friend.  (2003)—unsolved murder mystery drama set in 
Mississippi 

Zafon, Carlos Ruiz.  The Shadow of the Wind.  (2005) – a Spanish mystery and love story. 
 
Philosophy: 

Barbery, Muriel.  The Elegance of the Hedgehog. (2008)—a humoristic look at life 
philosophically 

Gaardner, Jostein.  Sophie’s World. (1996)—a look at philosophy through 14 year old Sophie’s 
eyes 

Kerouac, Jack.  The Dharma Bums (1958) - Two young men go on a philosophical quest in 
the Pacific Northwest. 

*Salinger, J.D. The Catcher in the Rye (1945) - now an American icon, 16 year old Holden 
Caulfield runs away from yet another private school while he wrestles with his personal 
existential crisis. 

Tartt, Donna.  The Secret History (2004)—New England college students create their own 
moral code  

Satire: 
Barbery, Muriel.  The Elegance of the Hedgehog. (2008))—a humoristic look at life 
philosophically 

Coelho, Paulo.  The Winner Stands Alone. (2008) - set during the Cannes Film Festival, 
France. Movie stars, models, and the wealthy converge on the city for one week and for 
the first time in the city’s history, a murder occurs at the start of the festival. 

Dick, Philip K.  Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep? (1996)– futuristic Earth and runaway 
droids 

Finney, Jack (forward: Dean Koontz).  The Invasion of the Body Snatchers (1995)—aliens 
take human bodies 

Gaiman, Neil.  Neverwhere. (1998) – fantasy, underground world beneath London 

Kingsolver, Barbara.  Poisonwood Bible. (1998) –dream of going on a Mission trip to Africa?  

*Kollin, Dan & Eyton. The Unincorporated Man -- 300 years into the future, a new society, 
a new world 

Tartt, Donna.  The Secret History (1992)—New England college students create their own 
moral code  

Towles, Amor.   A Gentleman in Moscow. (2016)--set in 1922 Russia during the Bolshevik 
Revolution. The poet protagonist is imprisoned in a lavish Russian hotel.   

Vyleta, Dan.  Smoke (2016)--Dystopian England: three teenagers band together to uncover a 
great societal mystery while trying to survive and discover love. 


